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~Soviet, U.S. children visit 
I. . 

tvia _s_atellite TV 
f By Carol Olten, P'IIID Crt&tr 

. At lffl yesterday morning, the air inside UCSD's 
i'. Mandeville Center Recital· Hall vibrated with tension. 
; Sweat beads popped on the balding bead of professor 
, Michael Cole, surrounded by a blaie of lights and maze of 
{ electronic cables and intensely concerned whetber bis 
f complicated bigh·leCh communications projecl. would 
__ work. At bis feet sat about 200 children whose eyes were 
i_ med on two tarp picture-less screens in a corner of the 
~ ltall. t Everybody was ready to be on television - a very 
L different kind of television. Cole's plan was to have Soviet 
r' and American cbildren view and respond, via translators, 
t· to ICreeftiDCS of films from both countries on the final day 

of tbe 13th International Film Festival in Moscow. The 
historic linkup was to last an hour. 

But one question was on everyone's mind: Would Mos
cow come in? 

To succeed meant beaming a ·satellite communications 
from UCSD into the heart of a Moscov; film and video 
studio where hundreds or Soviet children were ~bled. 
As preYiousJy arranged. the USSR also would beam up 
and down, for a total distance of 89,000 rru1es including 
more than lLOOO miles of city-to-city travel. 

At 10:27 a.m., an image appeared on one of the large 
screens. It was Vladimir Pozner, a smiling Soviet journal• 
ist who appeared to be speaking and inside the crowded 
campus ball a gentle voice was beard in excellent Eng-

~ lish: "Michael, this is Moscow calling San Diego." 
i "I can bear you just fine," Cole responded. 
i, _ The tension dissolved into cheering on both sides of the 
! communications hookup. a first for the university campus 
J an_d ~-historic event in international information trans-
1. mm1on. 

!
, The hour's highlights were many - in terms of techno

logical achievement as well as human understanding and 
cultural sharing. 

~ _ Americans showed the Soviets clips of actNss Shelley· 
[ Duvalrs eclectic "'Sleeping Beauty": Robert Radnitz' i touching tale of black sharecroppers, '"Sounder," and John 

~ See VIDEO on Page B-2 r-
lf 
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• '"Youn~ S·an Diegans respond to a specially 
: ~ ~evision program from Russia. 
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At the same time, Russian youth viewed 
transmissions from the campus of UCSD. 

Video: Soviet, U.S. children 
r ""-- -

1¢.lose 89,000-mile gap via TV 
•• • Continued from B-1 

: ~- animated story about a monker called "Curi• 
ous ~ Goes to the HospitaL" 

. -Toe Soviets resoonded with an animated "Winnie. the 
f Po&-' a maralit,: fable about the d~ of becoming 
, tot• -r.J.C?i.. , eo~y about computer-qt cnilareL 
, •~..mE. ..arc .mawm;- teaclter am: 2 ~

: ~ o: "' :tan\' aooie!-Cen: rod ·n· roi!e: W1l09e olde:-
1· 1'.'l!tat..~ taiJ ro unaers'.and him 

"A:OO!P!?!!5 !!: bot!! countries were entb®asti, ThaSar. 
L~go area chi'iaren, age 5 to early teens, represented a 
' varietv of ethnic and econowJc back~roUDds. The Soviets 
; appearec or. tile SC!"een to be greater in nm:ni>ers. buta::SC 
; of-,..-arred backgrounds. 
E ,in tnt: sai.eihte question and answer sessior.. a Russum 
'il!irilo. asKed uuvaU if she oreferred 2ooc or ei.il cilarac
:tac:s. Seatec in a chi.Id-like oose on the floor. a bemused 
2Ai1.:aJ.; s..ic sne preferred to ·pl .. y gooa peoole. bu: liked to 
mess up as Ji ""it.CJ:1 once in a while. 
,_-. 

ODe San Diego boy told the group in Moscow, '1 think 
your-films are scary, but I like scary movies." 

Anotller chiid wanted to know bow American children 
relate to animals. "We also love animals," Cole popped in, 
be.rninr by this time over the success o! the program. 

Tbf: sunult.ane0us \'ideocast came about only a month 
~o when Co~ a UCSD professor of communicauon and 
JJSYdlology who also serves on the So,•iet-Ame..""Jcar. Com
tm$3.0n in the Soc.Jal Sciences. visited the t.:SSR and met 
Pmner 1'ne tv.-o communications proponents di..i:cussec 
how modern technology could be used to add to interna
tior.al human understanding. Shortly, the program began 
to take sllape. 

But sa.d a relaxed Cole after the monitors had been 
tlin1fld off. "We didn't actually know if the thing would 
wo:t and the bureaucracy involved was tremendous, Cp 
to tlle moment we were in touch 'i\ith Moscow I was ven-
De:"VOUL.,. ' • 
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el(change: San Diego children view a Moscow film fes
tival via satellite yesterday at UCSD, discussing "S,leeplng 

lht Soil DMQO UniOll1IAtl likY~ 

Beauty" with Soviet ~tudents and finding that the Russian 
bear cq!l be "Wlnnlt;l the Pooh." - Story Pago B-1. 
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