¢ Thursday, July 28, 1683

ore ety

via UCSD satellite lnk

. By LEIGH ENGEL

*“Are vou there, Michael? This

- 15 Moscow caliing San Diego.”

Squatting on the floor of

. Mandeville Recital Hall in front of
. abour 150 parents, children and

educators. Michael Cole relazed,

. grinning in exicited triumph. The

¥

satefine {ink had worked — he was

{ walking Ive with Moscow, After
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¢ more than a month of frustration,
{ technical troubles and bureau-
i cratic complications, the UCSD

professor of communications was
imngmg Curious George 10
- Moscow.

*Children and Film.,” a simul-
waneous satellite videocast between

UCSD and the 13th International

Fiim Festival in Moscow, began at
123 a.m. on Juiv 20. 1t was the
Ors: nternanionai vigeocast used
for educanonai purposes and, ac-
cording 1o Heiene Kevssar, chair-
man of the UCSD deparunent of
comanunications, proof that the
power of modern technology can
be used to increase international
understanding.

For the chiidren and filmmak-
ers invoived. the broadcast was an
OppOTIUnIY 10 si:xara idcas discuss
Lifestvies and eniov a few good
mOVIeS Mo Ine pargain. The
soroy. careiuliy nmeg and written
oy Cowe 2ng Kussign ournalist
Viavwmr Porner. aliowed for a
wmmneies of ntroduction.
foliowed ov tnree cnildren’s film
segments from each side and a
period ror reacuon and discussion
petween both audrences.

ADou: 40 chilaren perween the
217 &neh on pillows,
fidgeiing perore tne jarge-screen
elevision waICH WOulg seon con-
pect mem witn Inelr Sovies

counterparts. There were students

from the Learning Tree and
UCSD Computer Camp, as well as
children of University staff and
faculty and participants in other
San Dizgo summer programs.
Sitting cross-legged among the
children, filmmakers Shelley
Duvall, John Matthews and
Robert Radnitz, and Director of
the American Center of Films for
Children Shanta Herzog waited
expectantly. A moment of silence,
and then Pozner’s voice sounded
in the recital hall. Evervone broke
into cheers as Cole saluted his
friend in Russian. The program
which had been dreamed up in a
Russian apartment weeks before

‘was finally underway.

“jt szarted in June when [ was
in Moscow t¢ participate in a
seminar,’" said Cole. **On the last
night [ was visiung my friend
Vladimir Posner in his apartment.
Joseph Golden, who is also involv-
ed in the film industry and in new
forms of communications, was
there. 100, and we were discussing
the previous broadcast of the May
US Festival.”

Cole and his friends wanted to
use the simuizaneous videocas!
1echmaue as a woo! for providing
invormation about the worid both
to the Americans and the Soviets.
The {3tk imternational Moscow
Film Festival was scheduled 10
begin on July 7 and the idea of us-
ing children’s fiims as the telecast
theme seemed natural.

*“Chiidren’s {iims are a big pant
of the festival,” said Cele, *"and
chilaren are an especialiv obvious
svmboi 0! common concern. By
1he aarvere of neir guesuons they
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afraid to touch, They can help
adults to communicate.”

Cole flew back 1o the United
States the next day to investigate
the possibility of z sateilite hook-
up and begin lining up filmmak-

ers for the show, Complications
began almost immediately.
““The problems in communica-
tion were terrible,’” he said. “‘In
order 10 make a phone call to the
Sovier Union you have to make a

reservation with the international
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. operator at least a week in ad-
" vance. If they send you a telegram,

it might take four or five davs 10

. get here. Evervthing had to be
" done very quickly so we could get

it all together by the lasi day of ihe
festival.’

Funding was one of the first
problems encountered on the
American side. The project cost
about $20,000, and Cole and his
assistants applied to and received
money from the Carnegie Founda-
_ tion, the Lounsbery Foundation,

the Price Foundation, the Founda-

tion for Chiid Development and
the Communication Department
at UCSD.

Next, Cole had 10 arrange 1
time for the videocast with Bon-
neville Satellite in San Diego.
*“This was where the communica-
tions problem was really killing
our side,”” he said. “The satellite
people wouldn't confirm until we
had both the exact origin and
desunation points and we couldn’t
get in touch with their side to see
just where the destination poim
would be.”’

;Curious George goes to Moscowwm—;
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reveal issues that adults might be
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Meanwhile, preparations on the
Soviet side were encountering a
siightly differen: set of obstacles.
Pozner and Golden couldn’t get
official permission until until the
Friday before the videocast was
scheduled 10 take place.

**There’s comperition between
the film and the television in-
dustries there just like there is
here,”” said Cole. “‘This was
something that was proposed by
film and done by TV so naturally
there were a lot of bureaucratic

* complications.”
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In a phone call 1o Pozner the
Saturday before the telecast, Cole
was finally able t0 confirm the
Moscow site. Monday, July 18, he
called the satellite company to
reserve the links between San
Diego and Moscow. ‘At that
point [ thought we were all clear,”

* he said.

On Tuesday morhing, July 19,
Bonneville Satellite called Cole to

" tell him that the link going from

San Diego to Moscow had been
reserved but the link going from

i+ Moscow to San Diego was being
. used by someone else. It was
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already evening in Moscow, as
Coie tried frantically to make
- alternative arrangements. With
- great difficulty and a little help
from the House Subcommittee on
Telecommunications, he put
through three phone calls 10
Moscow that day. *“We were lucky
to convince the operators that we
weren’t just troublemakers trying
to tie up the lines,” said Cole.
““We had 1o persuade them that
this was an urgent situation and
we weren't Just 1rying 1o use up the
time that other people had re-

- served a week ago.”

Finally, Cole and his associates
¢ arranged for an alternate satellite
* link going through Germany. The
fink cost $5.000 more and provid-
- ed five minutes less broadcast
. time. On Wednesday, July 20, an
2 hour bcfefc the show, Cole was

—
i stili rrving to pisce 2 call to Pozner
¢ order to discuss curting fine
i minutes out of the seript and 1o
make last minute arrangements
Tos ume he wasn't s¢ lucky .

in Mandevilie Reciral Hall, folk
singer Sam Hinton had just finich-
© ed warming up the audience with
¢+ a few choruses of ~*So Long 1i's
Been Good 1o Know You.™w
Helene Keyssar ran through the
schedule, as far as they knew it,
with the audience. The 1eievision
cameras pointed at the monitors.
COuiside in a truck. one of Cole™<
associates was stil trying to pui
through the call.

“We were obviously going to
have to ad lib it,”" said Cole. *“f
was really nervous about it. Then

S

P R LI I

RSN

when he stanted talking someone
on thar side told him the call had
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. finally come through. Of course,
& by that time it was too late. 'l
! have 10 play back the tape 10 hear

‘ if Vladimir actually cursed the

guy.n
;A sense of unreality seemed 10
; settie over tne audience as ihe
¢ Moscow cameras panneg across 2
¢ vista of young faces. many smii-
. 1ng above the Young Pioneer ker-
* chief, a symbol worn by children
* in recognition of the Communist
 Party. Scenes from the Moscow
- film festival flickered across the
i.screen. and for a few moments 1t
. looked like just another wavel
. film.
Then the picture returned to the
* studos. Pozner mtroguces z iew
of the Russian chiidren anc Coie
" joud cheers each Ime fie MCATIOH~
eC Ofi¢ O [ne SCROOSS
.. “‘By the end of all that introduc-
~ torv material we were almost seven
minutes behind scheduie.” said
Cole. “I was afraid we were go-
Ing o have (o cut one of the fiim
“We obviousiv coulgn‘t cui out
" Shellev Duvall's piece pecause of
: the star svsiem and i figured ['d
. bean S.O.E. i1 sacrifices one of
- the others. Waat it came Gown 10
+ was coupiing the fitms and clni-
. kﬁagmg some of the discussion ™

) Any shyness betwesn the wwe
{ groups mssowea as the ECIICRn.
_began showing the fitm chps. T
Epmmm began wsﬁz Viesmos
‘Grammatixa's *The Kinderparees
“Teacher with 2 Moesasee™
{about 2 group of sudems wim
computerize 2 skelmior s¢ T L
wcomes to life i from of theoy
tanatomy teacher. As Ihe sketwion
icavoried around the classross,
:both audiences laughed and
clapped their hands iz ma«:m:z‘ii
imusic.
¢ Ar first vou s2% he Russisn
*kids looking very formal and fe-
Hng a kind of Spasch DreSCIRERIes:
‘while our kids were ‘Dungms
iaround on the pillows,™ saxd Cale.
[*But after they started waichtng

1 saw Vladimir on the screen and.
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the films you couldn’t refl the dii-
ference between the TwWe groaps.”’
The other Soviet film segments
shown were a piece by Alexander
Mera entitled “Film, Fitm. Fitm®™*
and a2 version of “Winnie the
Pooh™ by Fvodr Khusak
RCDT ESCRIINE the A 3 'ds.
were John Mgothews S8nros -
George Gees ot Hosmem!”’ 2nd
ciips from Rovert Radwmite's
“Sounder” and “Sicenmehran-
ty” from Sheliey Duvall's Egirie |
Tale Theater. , ‘
The children invited to view the
movies expressed some surprise
over both ‘the fiims and $he
means of trassizrors tt both
‘audiences.

“They wers 50 Jifseren: raanw:
Nierouzinss:. 2 iz geaasr
Jamul Lasiiorss Erememgary
Schooi. i1 was Sn‘angcwamc
they used only two characters in
the ““Winnie the Pooh”" film and
we have a lot here. I think things
mus: be verv differen: in Russia.”

““I though: most of the Russian
films were pretty exciting, ™ said
Marc Laitin, z fourth grader mt

~ Torrey Pines Eiemenzary Schoel.

“f guess | didn't exper the Rue-



sians to be any different and they
were a little.”

The filmmakers also showed en-
thusiasm about the project as they

° signed autographs and ducked the

handfuls of confetti after the pro-
gram. ““It was really magical 1o see

all those Russians live and realiz-

ing that they’re just normal, liv-

ing, feeling people,” said Mai- .

thews. ‘“‘“They’re not at all
threatening but rather delightful

i “really.”

Duvall said she applauded the
use of children’s films as a
medium of universal appeal.
““Fairy tales in particular are

" popular ali over the world,” she
- said. ‘‘Every country that 1 went
~to while I was on tour with

e ¢

‘Popeve’ 1 got the same reaction.
When I told themm what | was do-
ing here with Fairie Tale Theater
they would stand up and

: applaud.”

Cap

*“ think they all responded very

- well,”” she said. “You could tell

. just by looking at their eyes. And

e e e

the little girls on both sides got all

» dreamy when the prince was about

* to kiss Sleeping Beauty. I think it’s

the beginning of betier communi-
cation between the people of the

- United States and the Soviet

- Union.”’
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The excitement contmues at Mandeville Recital share mmpr&estons and toss confetti foﬂowm the
*!Haii as children from all over the San Dtego area ive Moscow videocast.



