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~ Coming to You Live: U.S., 
! Russian Kids Exchange Ideas 
r . 
~ 

.. 
r By MILES CORWlN, Tima Staff Writ.ff' 

r TM profenors called it a .. commuruca-
tiotl expe.'imenl. .. The t.«hnicia.ns called 

; ll a .. .simultaneous bi-directional Vldeo 
~ teieconference." The parents called it a 
l .. cultural exchange." 

exchange educational informatton. 
"Th.ls can sei a model for the exchange 

of information between countries in sci
ence, technology, humanities," Keyssar 
said. "Travel between countries is very 
expensive and oft.en difficult to arrange. 
ThiE kind al exchange suggests-new .,,-ays 
of using technology to provide Americans 
a better View of what goes on in the 
world." 

But to t:.'le 40 elementary school chil • 
dren gathered at UC San Diego Wednes
day. rt was just a day at the movies ... 
With an exotic twist. 

i The film 11egmen1.S they Vlewed ~ere 
i ~'ll simultaneously to a group al 
i· Russian children in a Moscow studio. The f .American and RUS&ian children were able 
r, _ to dJscuas, With the help al translators. the 
t film clips-shown Via a live two-way 
l- . ~vision transmission-and then ask and 
~ , amwe.r questions. 

Shanta Berwg, director of the Ameri
can Center of Filmi for Children, l8id the 
best way to initiate an exchange between 
hostile nations is through children. ' 

;_ It was the first international videocast 
f used for educational purposes, said Helene 
~ Kevssar, chairwoman al the UCSD de
~:partment al. communication. The success 
i.d the childTen's film videocast. she said. 
(..:could revolutionize the way countries ... 

"Both countries are comfortable with 
the subject matter; it's an easy place to 
start." she said. "Then we can move on to 
other subjects of common interest, includ
ing the sciences and medicine. Maybe we 
will learn that, no matter where you live., 
you can h_eip yourself and others by 
sharing information." 

, -EXCHANGE: It's a 
; Day at the Movies 

~&emFlntPaire 
The children had the opportunity t0 see fairy tales 

from both countries. ask the directors guestiom a.~d 
P.lU!e tilea' counterp...'"tS • reacuons. And F.obe!'t Radnr..2 
offered tt1e .H.USSlan youths a !,mmm>e a: tne s-..ereotn»
r:ai u:.aitt a:. a Hollywood prooucer. L'!'eSS!!C m ltab311 
1l!mllE taG. -.ith designer labe15 on tne socit.s. ,mon,s anc 
c:::--a.'"ld wea:.-'..ng a wrute scarf around ~ neck. ne 
IIU'OdP. mt.c tnf' room ea.~,n~ a ?tDE m one hand and .a 

, white 'sitouiaer bag in the other. 
~ Radnitz producer of "Sounder," showed an excerpt of 
' toe moVi~ and then answered auest10ns from the 
1 ·11.usstan children. Actress Shelie.· Duvali. exeeutiw: 
~ ;,roaucer of Faerie Tale Theater. and John Matth~. 
, dJrector of an arumat.ed ftlm calie-c "CunoUF ~ 
:, Goes to me Hosoital. .. also offered ~ts and tner. 

discussed their fiims. 
Tn..-ee weeks ago, Michaef CoJe. a UCSD prmessor ti 

psyc:hoi0£'' and cornmunicatior.. had ~~tet:1 a pape
..and w.u domg research ir, .Mos..~•- •·nen be W¥ 
cmroac_-,ec by Soviet med.l..i rep~nta!rves.. TIit' 
Sov1eu bad 1USt seen a hve -..,oe.~ o: me US Festival. 
and Weft mte..-este<f in arraNnru.! L"lOthe; ~ l.o 

Please.- EXCHANGE.. hp 'f 

Pleue tee EXCHANGE, Pap I 

~CHANGE 
~ from Seeoai Pap 
, eoincide with their 13th International Mo~-
~ cow Film Festival. Children's films, they 
told ColE'. would be an ideal subject matter. 

Cole began making arrangements for the 
; 'ritieocasl as soon as be landed in New York. 
'Be obtained funding-about S20,000-from 
.mch institutions as ~ Carnegie and Price 

' Foundations and UCSD. And then he began 
~ making the technical arrangements. 
; . According to UCSD acting media clirector 
• Sherman George. the signal is sent to a 
• transmitter in San Diego. to a satellite 
23.f)OO miles above the earth. to a receiving 

,staUon in West Virginia. to another satellite 
;and then to the stud.lo m Moscow. The 
;'COm?lica Le<! procedu."'e was planned and 
iaecuted within a matter al weeks. 
t- "We eased relations wiLh China through 
;Pini-Pong." Matthews &aid. "Maybe we can 
•defrost U-..is icv curtain through chiidr-en·s 
;fib:r... My film showt how Curious George is 
~ of a shoL Kids-Russian or American 
, -can identify v.;th that." 
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A Russian boy, above, 
appears on a TV screen in San • 
Diego-as he watches and 
listens to Americans wave 
goodby to him. Among the 
group are producer Hobert 
Radnitz, left; Shanta Herzog, 
director of the American 
Center of Films for Children; 
director John Matthews, 
center background, {'Jnd 
actress Shelley Duvall. 
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Michael Cole, professor of psychology and communication, talks live to an audience in Moscow. Cole organized the evMt. 
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t Floor dir&Ctor Jim McCurdy cues a cameraman during the broadcast from UCS09 
!:- ·- -.L- -; • • • 



The excitement continues at Mandeville Recital 
t +iafl as children from aM O'ver the San~ aee 
' 
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A group af San O~ youngsters and actress Shelley Duvall, right, wave goodbye to 
Russian children at the close of a live, simultaneous satellite videocast. 


