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\N DIEGO-Scores of Amer­
schoolchildren tapped into a 

:ow film festival via satellite 
1esday, discussing "Sleepin~ 
ty" with Soviet kids and discov­
that "Winnie the Pooh" can be 

;sian bear. 
,e kids talked and sang with 
other and the Soviet youngsters 
ised the Americans by breaking 
m English rendition of "Do-Re­
rom "The Sound of Music." 
seems like they ~et educated 

well," said Marc Lailin, 9, of 
Diego. "They use a lot of big ~· 
e children-300 in a studio in 
)W and 105 in a recital hall at 
lniversity of California campus 
n Diego-were given balloons 
onfetti to celebrate the closing 
• 13th International Film Fes­
n Moscow. 
i satellite hookup was put to­
• by Vladimir Posner-the So­
iurnalist Americans often see 
' as a spokesman for the Soviet 
-and communications profes­
ichael Cole. 
,y had only one month to plan 
1counter, edit segments from 

' Wl'rC r;1und1·1l~;j; ol00 tl;i~~l··~r.;;;l; 
lwcausc the Rovicts weren't ~urc tho 
trick could be pulled off until Sat­
urday. Some of the filmmakers also 
joined in. 

At 10:35 a.m. here-9:35 p.m. in 
Moscow-the American children 
plopped down on pillows and rugs in 
the recital hall. 

The idea, said Shanta Herzog of 
the American Center of Films for 
Children, was to "show these chil­
dren they can communicate and 
meet over many common grounds." 

There were problems, however. 
Often, the questions the children in 
one country asked of their counter­
parts went unanswered, because of 
technical difficulties or because they 
were running out of time. 

After seeing an American film 
about Curious George, the monkey 
who's always getting in trouble, the 
children were treated to an animated 
version of a Soviet "Winnie the 
Pooh." 

Then a bespectacled boy in Mos­
cow volunteered: "In the Soviet 

• Union, we love animals.' Almost 
every family has some pet, perhaps a 

.. u ""\.. JUYl:1111~ nut'mpt et. mternn­
Lionnl undcrstomlin;:. 

l-lowcv~1. Cole imswercd, "Ves, we 
like onimals," and wenl on to the 
next echeduled i;egmenL . 

The point wasn't lost, ·however. 
After the film clips, the explanations 
from their creators and the singing 
and celebrating were over, Lisa Var­
gas, 11, of La Jolla, concluded: "I 
thought they looked nice. They 
wanted to be friendly with us. They 
said they liked animals, and I do, 
too." 

The Laitin boy was sitting in the 
front row and got to give his opin­
ions lo two Soviet filmmakers, who 
listened to him from 11,000 miles 
away. 

"I thought it was scary and I like 
scary movies," he commented on Al­
exander Metta 's fairy tale about a 
man who had the power to attract 
gold. 

After seeing a clip from Metta's 
film and from Shelley Duvall's pro­
duction of "Sleeping Beauty," a So­
viet boy commented: "There are 
some unifying threads" lin the two 
films)-to teach mankind goodness, 
humanness, in order to destroy evil.* 

~nrs and th1· Sovil'l rhildrt11 oin;: 
ply watched pussivl'iy. 

Children in bolh places st'<'mffi Lo 
laugh the lo11d1-st ond poke each 
other the most when they watched 
Vladimir Grammatika's comedy film 
about children usin~ a computer lo 
program the skeleton in the Soviet 
children's anatomy class-and scare 
the wils out of their learher. 
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tll(' heuvy min Hild li~ht11111~ that 
slmted ~5 minlltl':' later. But ul>out 
6:45 p.m., she told fans that the con· 
cert wos over and Lh~y might try 
again Friday night. 

Al least 800,000 people had gath• 
ered on the Great Lawn, and many 
opene<l umbrellas or Louk other 
cover when the rain started. 

Ross initially urged that the fans 
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- . Gtsrlel has HUGE REDUC7"1ONS on top quality ptanos-11nd organs al 
& both stores. A wide selection of styles to choose from ... while they last. 
V Limited number of reacher-recital used pianos & rental returns. 
C 
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Great Factory Financing Available 


