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To create a new kind of educational
activity
system which can
taken up and maintained by the community with its own resources.
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Immediate background
Four streams of our research
1.

Studies of culture,

2.

Studies

of cognitive

activity

schooling
science

are central

to this proposal.

and literacy
and educational

practice

3. Studies of re-mediation
4.

Studies

of computer-mediated

joint

activity

5.

National Research Council (NRC) report on non-cognitive
mathematics, science and technology education.

1.

Studies of culture, schooling and literacy carried out in the 1960i97O's (e.g.
Cole, Gay, Glick & Sharp, 1971; Sharp, Cole & Lave,
1979; Scribner and Cole, 1981) showed that

factors

associated
distinctive

in

A.

There is a special "morphology of activity"
modern schooling that is specialized,
creating
nitive and social demands;

with
cog-

B.

Peoples from cultures where schooling is alien
often fail
to
apply their
prior
knowledge and modes of understanding to
school-like
tasks, which is to say that successful
modes of
learning at home do not transfer to school;

C.

The cognitive consequence of schooling
are context-specific;
which is another way of saying that a lot of knowledge acquired
in school shows limited transfer outside the lesson in classrooms
even to other school contexts where it is presumed
necessary;

D.

Limitations on transfer are as much organized from outside
the
immediate context of instruction
as inside. Limitations on the
spread of literacy are maintained by the broader context
where
adults think the knowledge relevant.

E.

The specific contexts in which a literacy technology is learned
and the specific contexts in which it is used are very clearly
related,
theoretically
and empirically,
to each other and to
the specific
cognitive
consequences that accrue to those who

