~ 2} P
APPEXDIX "]
bx.ressions of- gqualities, Similarities, And

Byuivalence in Lpele
John K. Wealar

Gbanzu
In Kpele as in ~n - other language, people express equality,
likeness, similarii+ - nequality, dissimilarity, and so on. The

expressions of these ._deas are common to all human groups, becuuse '

it is generally true that there:are always, umong people und other

,thinﬁs, equalities, and unequalities; similarities and dissimila-

rities, For these reasong, therefore, I shall try o point out. the

various usages of the terms equality, similarity, and likeness, -
Equality.

In KpEln, we express 2qualities throush the use of the Perms
-pdoriece, -kda su, geri€...pd. rdori (south western pori) here
basically means ‘able or to be able’, One may say: /la pdori gei/
"I can or am able Lo do it', Or/bdsriee na/ 'he is able with it
or at it', Hence the term piorie usually conveys the idea of
capability, ability, und thus strengthen, For this réason, when
we are compuring two or more things, whatever quality it may be,
we are, in the resVsonsc, comparing their cajability or strength, -

although the native apgls speaker may not be conscious oflﬁhis fact¢fﬁf
And from my own experience in the language, the Kpgéle speakers . . .

believe that *“wo thinges of the same sﬁrength and ability must either
huve he same length or the same size. A tall man be believed to
have «rewaler strensth than a short mun. Likewise, a huée man may
be said to huve u greater strength than a small man; Therefore,
to say tha! two things are equal ﬁeans tha' they wre equal in len=-
mih or in size. We may say: /Félomo da Téxpz df pdoriée/ °*Folomo
and ‘Topka are equal®; or /dirui n{ dd wirui t{ kdov 4 ke df pdoriee/
‘measure this stick and that stick if they ure equal’, We may also
‘use this word to measure the wealth, the beauly, etc. of two or more
persons or thingss For instance we can say: /Sumo di kekila daf £é
ptori ni too-lda si/ 'Sumo und Kekula are not equal in wealth'®,

We may also say: /Noai d4 KStoo dd £é pdori ni 1léle-tda su/ °Noai
and Kotoo are not equal in beauty'. Pdoriee in all of these
slalements conveys the idea of. ability and strength., Sumo and

Topka do. not have the same ability or strength in height, size or

in beauty. _ o
Similarly, the phrase kda sui (is inside) cah be used in comparison.
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Su with the initial low tone, zu, mesans "in it", But it is combined
with kda to reflec” ihe idea of "is im iy sume ,roup or class",
" To tell u man that he is equal up to you'either in ehight or size
or in importuance, you musy say: /kwa ya kd kda zu/ ‘you and I are
in the same class or you and I are in it, meuning you and I are
equal', For further examples, one may say: /Ka Sumo k& fé zu/
'you and Sumo are not equal’, This phrase,Alike Rﬁoriee, is used
to compare two ti'ings in heipht, strength, importance, etc,

In like manner, we use the word seri in comparing two or more
things, The word itself meuns "reach or complete a certain level
or stage of achievement", We cun say: /gélei aa seeri/'the piussava
tree hus reached or is now ready's Usually, j.eople say this when :
they discover that the piussava tree is at the stugze where it can
produce wine. We may ulso say: /Kwaa seeri daui su/ 'we have
reached the town', - Hence this word is used to show a given
destinationz, But a3 has been indicated above, we use this word
in comparing two persons or things. For instance, I may say: /i
fé seer seerl n{ wbd/ ° you are not equal @p to me or you have not reached
the stame I am'; or/moroi tf vdwie fé geeri n{ moroi vf vdwie pd/
the wéisht of that bag is not equul to this bag'. /Zev vi vdkéted
£é seeri nf nyfti ndkétei p3/ °the bigness of this thing is not
equal to the bipgness of that', From here it immediately follows f
that the phrase seeri...pd, like pfories and kda...su, i5 used in
comparing the length, sizes, weight, as well as the importance of

two or more people or hings, _
From the usages of these words and phrases, we cun discover

that, beside seeri, they cannot indicute exsctly which of the persas
or ihings compured is the bigser or the bippest, especiully if it

is & negative comparison, For instance, if one says: /kwd ya ki

£& pdori nf/ °you und I are not equal’, he has not indicuted which

~ person is the bigger or who is the smaller person. But with geeri
there is no doubt a8 o who is tho bigzer or smallers For instance,
if T say:/f £é seeri ni mbd/ °you ure not equal to me’, the "you"

is undoubtedly the smaller person. Hence, apart from seeri, unequ-~
ality in Kpcle ts completely ambigious. However, in & comparieon
where two equal things are compured, such ambig guity does not exist,

becsugse all sre, in ull cases, equal.
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Similarity,
To indicute similarity, we use the words mélepdi, gaa tondo,

di kdlai a ple, etc. Mélevdi itself (in western Kpele mélewdi)

o B o

means active, smaré, and according to Liberiuan English, frisky,

We can say: /{ Bélendi/ 'you are active or frisky'; /or xf { fé
melep & fArda kpéni fei kwa ya ki fé poori nf/ 'Don’t be frisky
with me, because you and I are not equal', Usually people QhO'
feel supcrior over against the next man make such cxjression,
liowever, we use mélenoi in showing similarities or likeness
between two person or things, Bxm X For instance, we can say:
/Tokpa da Sumo df melepodi df kée md/ °Tokpa and Sumo look ulike
or.litérally Tokpa und Sumo ure actii.. or frisky with one another’,
Here éﬁlﬁﬂﬂl indicates the uppearances of the things compared, but
it is not used regardiu: the height of the things. For instance,
we do not say: /Tok, 14 Folomo df 2élendi af #tee ma/ 'Tokpu and
Folomo resemble'y if thezﬁre the same only in heipht, but we can
say this if they huve the sume appeurance, regurdless of their
height. However, we cun use ‘his word to compuare two or more
ouglities or characters of pecople or things, We may say:

/Tokpa da Folomo di sov Bélevdi gée md/ 'the behavior of fokpa
resembles thut of Foloma®, Or /Tékpu pdtfi ké-perc sélewndi Fdlomo
mi/ 'Tokpa's mann=r of working resembles that of Folomo'. - Or/

Tékpa kOya-pere Bélendi Félomo ma'/ 'the tullness of Tokpa resembles

thut of Folomo, or literally the way Toxkpa is tall rcsembles that
of Folomo'. It may, perhaps, appear paradoxic tc say thut this
kpele word is used in refergng to appearances of objects when we
can use it in compuring the height or behavior of people or things.
Rut this ruradox is inevitable, tecuuse if we say / Sumo da niu df

66lendi df kée m&/ 'Sumo und his brother resemble', we are basically

referine o Lheir ajrcarances instead of their heirht, At the

= PS < - o a & @ ° .
game time, however, we can suy /Sumo kona-pere Bélewvdi nia ma/ "Sumo's

height reserbles his brother’s, *rom here, it immediately follows
thut the word mélevdi is used in referiing to the entire structure
of a given object, including the heicht, the aypeurunce, anl other

8

qualities,
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Df kulai & pée.

Like B8lendi, the rhrase df xuldi & v@e is used in expressing
girilarity; similarity, basically in the sense of uppearance, How=
ever, it muy be used to express similarities in the behavior and
conduct of two or more objects. But for us to have a4 cleuar under=-
stunding of theé méaning and the usage of this phrase, it is neces=
sary for us to tuke it apart and let each word stand us it occurs
in kpele constructions, Here we will discover that df, in the
phrase, /d{ kuldi & gée/, is a personal pronoun of the third person
in the plural form; We can say /df pa/ 'they cume',  And kula,
in this series, means to po out, come out, move out, e c. We can
say /{ {mu séve é kila/ 'get up and go out', Or /Kula bérei mi/,
‘come or 70 out of rhe house', Finally, géeekée, Southwestern -
kie) is a word ucscd to indicate togetherness or "in combination",
We may say, /kd k& gée md/ °we did it together’, Or /kd df &‘ke &
pée/, ‘we did them ut the same time', This exj;ression indicutes
lhe doing of something at the samébime and not necessarily in the
same space, uslthough sometimes this may be the case, For instance,
we can say /Sumo d& kekdla df »li & gee/, 'Sumo and kekula slept
a( the same time.® And at the sam time we can say /Sumo da kekdla
d{ dfmolov pi gée my/, 'Sumo and kekula put their rice together®,
Or /Sumo da kekdla df tfi ké gée ma/, "Sumo and kekula worked
together, meaning Sumo und kekula were doing one peace of work
together', Therefore, if these words are put together to form the
phrase df kulédi & gée, they will present the literal meaning "they
are taken out or pulled out at the sume time or together", This
thus gives us the idea of similurity, because objects put in the
sume group or in ihe surie cluss must, at least, have certain
 charucteristics in common,

Here again we cénnot avolid thz use of paradox concerning, the
usages of the phrase df kuldi a gee, As has been indicated ubove,
this phruse is used basically to indicate an appearance. That is,
when we say /Noai da kdtoo df kulai a df geée/, we do not have any
o‘her idea in mind but their appearances or the manner in which
Lheir bodies ure Fenerally consbructed without taking into cons-
ideration Lny epecific body feature, such us height, face, handsy
etc, But we cun also say /Noai da K3too af koya-pere kuldi & gée/,
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'the manner of the tallness of Noai and Kdtoo is similar', Or /
“Noai da KdStoo df eov kuléi a gee/, "the behavior of Noai and Kdtoo
is similur's Therefore, it appears quite striking to me to discover
that these two phra..::. /di{ sélevdi and df kuldi & pée/, which
basically refers t¢ . pearances, are also used in peferring to such
abstruct ideas as. behavior. How can one tell the appearance of '
something that does not have some physical structure or form?
Gda_tondo

/Gda tonds/ is a phrase which is used t-~ convey quite a diffirent
idea from the one presented by the two phrases as indicuted above,
This phrase literally means "it is one or they are one", But we can
use it to show similarities between objects. One can s.y: /Tokpa
da Félomo d{ kéa tondo/, literally Toxpa and Folomo are one, meaning
they are the same, However, this expression of similarity does not
indicate appearunces, behuavior, or other bodily features it indicates
a common source of the things comparcd, That is, if we say that
/Toxpa da Félomo df kdu tondo/, we arc indicating that they have
a comron parental bucleround, or they have a common ancestry,v And
even if we say: /D@ vf da nyfti df kda tondo/, this tree and '
*hat one are one', . are indicating that- they have the same origin,
However, géa tanéa_can be used in a tremendous number of ways‘to :
indigate similarities., For instance, we can say /gda a zi1  tondo/,
'it is or they are one kind', S¥i here is a general term which may
refer to the common origin of the things or to the appearances of
them, We can say /Kolo-sii tdno ks t{/, ‘that is the same kind of
book or these are the same books', ‘his statement can be valid if
the books have the same color and also valid if they contain the
seme materials and sometimes, but not mormally, if they have the
same shape or sizes. And without the use of sii as pre fix tdno_
the idea of appearance or other body feature cannot bg‘clearly seen,
although it maj be implied. Moreover, one may say/ gda a suu tondo/,
it is or they are of ore lineage', Suu here conveys the idea of
lineages, but ins:a2ud of merely indicating members of the lineuge,
it indicates the preservers of the lineage, For instance, we can
say /kpai-siu/ 'corn stored up for future planting'. Or /molov-suu/,
‘corn stored\up for f£x¥uxe the sume purpose's But at\the same time
we can say /niu-suu/ ‘man's lineage'. For instance, one may say,
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/hbraham=suul so wa af vise Kha naa/, ‘it was in the fumily line
of Abraham that thoy had Jesus®, Objects are often categorized
by the use of this phrase, and any two members in the calegory are
said to be the sume, But this similurity is strictly bused on
common oripgin rather than on appearances or on any bodily feature,

The negative of all the words and phrases, beside suu, which
are used to show similarities is thc .hruse ggég;&LmQ, "fall under?
For instance, if two things are not the same in any qualities, it -
ig aeid to be "fallen under”, /sevn feere & wala ké a mebevoo gee
ma kpaa md df pdorice, dono toddi mi/, ‘if two things are not the
seme or equal, one of them is fallen under or is lowered in quality
in which they are measured,’®

To conclude, it is needless to discuss likeness and equivalence
at this point, becususe these two ildeas are implicit in the use of
poorire, Békevon, kulal a gBe, etc? For instance, if we want to
say that the butke® s equivalent to the basket, we will simply say
/bokii ni da gbdloi =i df pdoriee,/ or /df kéa tonds/, or / daf
seerice df &ee p3/, etvc." I balieve that these forms of Kpele
ex.ressibns seem to be losical, because if two things are equal
(Qig:&g) one can naturally be equivalent t9 the other one in many-

respects.
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