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Cuttingte Cbllege ’
O. Comparative expredsions &ra based on absolute

- predications concerning qualities .or aspects. The rele-

vant underlying constructions are afziplitjed by thq;fol—
lowing: - ’ - ‘

. . R W
" bérei ni keted. This house is big.

pére kete. A big house.

1. Comparison may be implicit. If-more than one item
is under conlidorntion, the relative size (weight, length,
etc.) of cne may be exprelsod in one of che following ways:

berei of xFtdl, . This house is biggor ~ biggest.
nyfvi kias & bére kétei. This is the big(ger ~rest) house.
bfrei D{ kéa & gétei..  This house is tha big one.

gesa a ndu-pelol, 'He is the old(er - est) person.

2. Bxplicit comparison is most commonly sxpressed by
constructions with the verdb /tee/ ‘'pass by, surpass, excel'.
The derived adjectival, in predicative usage, méy be used
without reference to a.particudar quality. Or the quulity
may be expressed by the appropriuéb adjectival, fcllowed
by the consecutive comstruction /é tfe/. In both cases,
the second item in the comparison is followed by /-mi/ 'top,
purface'. The word expreéoin@ the higher value on the scale

is predominantly used (i.e., big, good, heavy; not smsll,

bad, light).
bérei of tgéi ny{ti mi. This house excels that one.
molov vi t¢ci nyiti mé. This rice exceeds that. (in
gquantity or possibly. quality)

bérei o keétéi ¢ tés nyiti ph. This house is largor
than that one.
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5. Compurable compurisons starting from the word
expressing the lower value on the scale are "grammati-
cal" (i.e., understandable and acceptable when construc-
ted in order to make the situation explicit), but infor-
munts will alrost invariably transform thes to the usual
censtruction described above. The following is possible:

berei n{ kurotei MYfXX é tee ny{ti ma. This house
is smaller than that one.

4, Inferiority ma: also be expressed in another way,
but in this cuee the particular quality cannot be speci-
fied.

berei v{ t095i ny{ti mi. This house is smaller than
(inferior to, in worse shape than) that one.

("Literally“, this means 'This house is fallen under that
one.')
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