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O. Co•parat1v• npr•••1ona ar• baaed on 
• predication• concerning qualtt1ea .o:r aapecta. 

. ' . .. -
vant underl11ng conatn&ct1ona are •~~pli!Jed 
lowing1 • 

• brn1 ,,{ kAtEi. 
ptn kete. 

if .. I 

Thia houae if big. 
A big houa•. 

abBolute 
Th• rele­

b1 th~.: tol-

1. Ooapariaon ma, be i■plicit. Y.t• ■ore than one ite■ 
ia under 09n .. •ideration, tb• ~lative aize _(weight, leqgtb, 
etc.) or cme UJ' be cxpreaaed.~n ·one pt ~h• tollowin~ wa1a: . . 

br.rci c{ kr.tl.l, 
ny{~i kd a bare k~tc1. 
brni n{ kaa a r.ctai •. 

, ',, .. r gaa a nuu-pclo~. 

' ·Thia house 1.a bigF,er - biegeat. . . . 
1'hS.• ia ·the big(e;er -B•■t) houae. 
!hie houa• ia th:, big one. 
Me ia the old(er ~ eat) person. 

2. ixflicit cotftpariaon ta· ■oat oom■onl1 9Xpreaaed. b1 
con■ tr..aotiona with the verb /t~e/ 'pa~• b,1, au.r.paaa, ~xeel'. 
The derived adjectival, in predicative ueage, iBly be used 
without reference t~ a.particular ~u•lity. Or t~ft qu~11t1 
maJ be expreaaed b3 the &ppropriMte adJeotival, followed. 
b3 the cone&eutiYe cooats;-uctioo /e tr.a/. In botb c,aea, 
,he aecond item in the co11parifton in followed b1 /-•~/ 'top, 
,urtace' . The word expre8e1n,r the· higher value on th~ acale 
ia pred011inMntl1 u~ed (i.e., big, good, heav1; not small, 
bad, light). 

berEi »£ tcei ny{ti 1!• 1b1a houae excels that one. 
■olov ,,{ ilU n,{ti !!• !bi.a rice exceed.a that. (in 

QUant1t7 or poaaibl,1. qual1t1) 
b,r111 •! kate1 i ti1 D,.J!t1 Ii• '!bi■. houae ia larger 

ban th•t on•~ 



~- Compurable compMrieona starting trom the word 
expreaain~ the lower value on the acale are "grammati­
cal" (i.e., undt"?rstandable and acceptable when conetruo­
t~d in order to uke the situation explicit), hilt infor­
mants will aleost invariably tranatora tbN to the usual 
conatruction described abon. The following 1a poaaible: 

bcrr.1 nf kurotAi QUI e tee n1!t1 ••. - 'l'hia houae 
ia smaller than that one. 

4. Inferior! ty ma.~· also be expressed in another way, 
but in this Cliee the pkrticul•r qual·ity cannot be apeci­
fied. 

bcni 'D! to65! ny!ti !!!.• Thie houae ia -ller than 
(interior to, in worae ahape than) that one. 

("Literally", this mean• '1'hia bouae ia fallen under tha,.t 
one.') 


