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A further note on
Conjunctive Pronoums in Kpelle
“ W;Ift% E %"‘W\PVJP
CUtt npter Coileg e
Mr. John Wealar has prepared & Baper on exypressions

for joining substantives (not including the Joining of
propositions, however; see the paper preceding this).
His analysis c¢f the grammatical status of /da, k&, kwa/
as pronouns is entirely correct. For the non-native
speaker of Kpelle who may be concerned about this, how-
ever, a somewhat fuller statemenw cay be desirable, in-
cluding particularly an addition concerning the use of
/-nl/ in conjunctive constructions.

Only the plural pronouns occur with conjuncti#e
forms (ending in /«&/); these forms indicate the per-
sonal category of the total which is composed of the
conjoined parts. Thus if "I" or "we" is included in
the total, the total is also "we", /kwa/. If the first
person is exciuded but "you" (singular or plural) is in-
cluded, then she total is also "You" (plural), /k&/. If
neither a first nor a second person is included, then
the total is "'they", /da/.

The appropriate conjunctive pronoun joins two singu-
lar substantives %o maks & total ¢f two and no more, If
one of the substantives is itself olural, so that the to-
tal is more than “wo, then /-nl/ i3 suffixed to the second
substantive,

If the conjunctive expresston begins with the con-
junctive pronoun, the first substantive is, by implica-
tion, of the person indicated by the conjunctive pronoun.

Independent pronoun forms &re commonly used in con-
Junctive expressions. The independent pronoun forms are:



I: nya we: Kwa
you (sg.):  ya you (pl.): ka
he/she/it: nya they: dia

All possible types of combinations are illustrated in
the following sentences, imn all of which the predicate is
"went"., The restrictions are systematic: the only personal
sequences are 1-2, L-3, 2-3, 3-3, snglish equivalents are
given in normal English syntax, not to represent the Kpelle
structure.

kwa ya ku 11, You (8g.) and I went.
kwa nya ku 11, He (she, and I went,
k& nya ka 11. You (sg.) and he (she) went.
da nya df 11. He (she) and %he (she) went,
da Sumo df 13. He and Sumo went.
Sumo da Tokpe df L1, Sumo and Tokpa went,
kwa ka-nl kx4 11. You (3:1.) and I went,

or You (sg. or pl.) and we went,
kwa dia-nl ku 11, They and I went,

or He and we went.
or They and we went,

ka dia-nl x4 13. You (pl.) and he went.,

or You (ag. or pl.) end they went,
da dia-n) df 11, lie and they went,

or They unc they went.,
da Sumo-nl df 1i. They and Sumo went.

niu feere da Sumc-nl df 11. Two people and Sumo went.

In many ceses, of course, more normal English equiva-
lents wculd be of the type "You waent with ug" or "Wa went
with you'"; in this ccnstruction, any distinction impliea
between these two $¢nglish sentences is not exiressad in
Kpelle. A few further observations maj help to sharpen
tne ricture of thig Krelle construction:

"he labele "first person, second person, third person’
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have & real validity for Kpelle, arbitrary as they may have
been in their origin as gremmatical terns.

If the total referred to is two items and no more, then
the second member of the conjunctive expression must, of
course, be aiagﬁlar.

If the total is more thaa tvo, then the second member,
if a pronoun, must be the plural independent pronoun -- even
though, in the real situation described, only one member of
that perscnal categzory is includec.

If the total is more than two, /-nl/ must be used. in
the second member, therefore, independent pronoun mecmbers
can only te singulars without /-rl/ or plurals with /-n}/,

In the above examples, the conjunctive expressions are
used as subjects To use them as objeots, only the conjunc-
tion of two nouns can be used before the verdb; &na even here
it is possible to split the construction:

d{ Sumo da Toxpa -aa. They saw Sumo and Tokpa.
or df sumo kia, dla Tokpa.

In &all other cases, the first member occurs as the ob-
ject pronoun bsfore the verb, and the remainder of the con-
struction is placed after the verb, For example:

d{ vgae kwa ya, -~ They sew you (sg.) and me.,
d{ vgea kwa nya. They saw him (/her) and me.
d{ vgie kwa kd-nl. They sew you ‘pl.) and me,
df{ vgaa kwa dia-ni. They saw them and me.

In these combinations, the first pronoun (as in &ll of
the above) may be singular as well as plural, whereas in
the subject constmictiom there is no way to specify the sin-
gularity gf one member if the totsl is more than two, Thus
there is & larger number of possible combinations in object
sxpressions. For combinations tctalling two, the possible
sequences are HXIXIXX in any order; for combinations total-
ling more than two, the first prcnoun may be either singu-
lar or plural,
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