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A PpENDIX VL
Simple Affirmative Propositions

. in Kpelle
wWillpw E, Wel mevy
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O. This outline is an effort to outline the types of
sentencee in Kpelle whizh may be logically described as ex-
presaing a single predication., Only predications' in the
ser.se of decluring that something 1s true are included; ex-
cluded are sentences referring to future, desired, or oebli-
gatory action. AY{ lesst some of the latter might indirect-
ly be incorporeated intc a refinement of this statement; for
example, the "desiderative" /ei pa/ 'I wish he would come'
might be restated as "His coming is desirable". Such re-
finements, however, can later be added on the basis of
other discussions and outlines saccompanying this one, The
following 3e2ctions, then, discuss and illustrate the 'most
Jrreducibl: types of affirmative propositions in Xpelle,

1. Action,
1.1, Any simrle verbal construction of the "real"
type as outlinced in the accompanying paper nardered 4,

e following examples parasllel those in that paper, but
incluade roun subjects, and objects in some cases.

last: ' nual d{ pére tio. The people built a house,
Customary: nov a sa mii. My child :=ats rice,
sxperiential: nav & 1i{ Dukoo, My father has_been to

. ay oA ‘ ﬁ82r8v1a.
Comrlative: galon aa saa, 1he chief has ed.
Fresent: nenif a pai. The woman is coming.

1.2, Any verbal construction composed of the impe-
retive form . -kaa,/ 'see it' or a construction with the
vert /kx¢f/ 'herpen, be' plus a verb stem with the forma-
tive /-1/.



nenii kaa
nenif e k
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pai.
e pai.

The woman is coming,
The woman was cnming.

nenii aa ke tii kHi. The woman has been working.

2. State. The stative construction, which is used
with only &« few verbs, contrasts with action propositions
whic™ indicate motion into the position described,

2,1, Simple.

miui t{ a 1dani. That man is lying down,
naui t{ a seeéni. That man is seated,
ndui t{ a tooni. That man is standing.

2.2, Parallel constructions with /-kda/ and /ké/.

niui %1 kda seeni. That man is seated.
ndui ti{ & ke seeni. hat mai: was seated,
Aspect,

5., ~The predicative construction with an adjectival
consists of a moun or pronoun form (of the type used as
cependent possessive or as cbject) with an adjectival
base and the formetvive /-i/. Kpelle appears to have only
one stem, /xete/ 'big', which can be used in this way;
all other adjectivals are derived from verbs with a suf-
fix, the form of which is conditiondd by the final pho-
nemes of the verb stem, This construction is used only
fo describe & present situation; parallels for past etc,
are "descriptive" constructions described in & below,

neleri. It is zood.

damasi. It is much. It is plentiful,
getei, It is big.

nawi ni $X% neei, This "soup" is delicious,
zevei ti 1€leri, ~ That cloth is fine.

noai tdmaai, There are a lot of people.
berei kétei, ~ The house is big.

4, Iderntification. These expressions are used
only tc name or label a person or thing, not to describe
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-a known noun in d4ny new way.
4,1, With /k4/ and demonstrative,
4 2 £ . s P ] -
prre xa ti, That's a house,
& £ : 2 ' 4 1% o ] .
vaperel kxa vi, “Thet's my house.
4,2, with /Be/ alone or with a demonstrative., #o

this should be compared contrastive emphatic construc-
» W
tions with /58/ folleed by a complete sentiznce,

1é se ti, What's that®
pere ge. It's a houss:.

5. Location, Unmarked complement~ iadicating place
may be used after verbal expressions, but such comnstruc-
tions invelve double predication., The expressions we
are coancerned with here merely predicate the lecuation of
something in & place. Possegsion of a frez2 coun is a
specialized location expression, Possession of & depen-
dent free noun is ancther leccation expression, which is
also used to indicate baie cxistence,

5.1, With /B3/ and an expression for location.
This construction may well be an &puvcopated form of an
emphatic construction, of which the full form would have
a construction like that described in 5.2. below afier

/8é/ .

1é Bé daai sua. What's in town?
nya 86 bérei mu. It's he in the house,

5.2, With fkds/ or /ké/ (as in previous combina-
tions) and an expression for location.

galod kda daai su. The chief is in town,

{niaI kda naa?® Are your people there? (where we
would say "How are your people®™")

dfkda gbala® vd. They are on the farm,



8Os kaa nyeei. I have a knife. (Knife is
A at my hand.)

vgio feere kda Wa. I have two feet. (My two
feet are on me.)

nlani feere kda ma. I have two older siblings.,
(My. two o. s. are on me,)

vala kaa ma, God exists. (God is on it,)

& ke daai sd. He was in town.

tée & ke nyéei. I had e chicken,

6, Description, Remaining simple predications are
various types of descriptive sentences., Their classifi-
cation by grasmatical ccnstruction at least partialy pa-
rallels differsnces in the nature of the descripticu.

6.1. With /83a/, a contraction of /Bé/ with the com-
plement marker /a/.

{18a 8a gbee. Your name is what? (who®)
néa sa sumo, My name is Sumo,

6.2, With /-kaa/ or /ké/ followed by the complement
marker /a/ and a nominal,

dikda a tii ké-sela. They are workmen.
-

g N # £ .
e kf a nuu saa., He was a fair man.

6.3, With /~kia/ or /ké/ followed by the complement
marker /3/ and an adjectival in the "referred" form; this
may be considere¢ a special type of nominal, and thus like
the preceding. however, this is also related to the aspec-
tual construction described in % above, and in fact the
first sentence below is interchangeable with the first sen-
tence in 3.

gda a nélee. It is good.
& ke a nelee. It was good.

6.4, With /-xaa/ or Jké/ followed directly by an
"ideophone", Ideophones are a peculiar class of words in
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Xpelie, as in meny African languages. In Kpelle, most if
not all of them are reduplicatives, and a large proportion
of them have low tone, They tend to indicate complicated
qualities difficult tp define precisely., Their grammatical
function is also peculiar, While all other descriptive
predications involve marked complements with /&/, ideo-
rhones are used directly after /-zaa/ or /ke&,” as locative
expressions are, However, they are not locutives either
in meaning or in function; in compounds with nouns, a lo-
cative is the first member of a comgound, but an ideophone
is the second. Finally, there ars come reduplicated forms
which superficially resemble ideocphones, but which func-
tion as adjectivals, These can be used in the predicative
aspect construction described in 5 above, and are used in
marked complexents. If it seems vague or even irrelevant
to say that ideophcnes indicate complicated qualities dif-
ficult to define precisely, it may well be observed that
the similarly-formed adjectivals are generally simple to
define: "big, little, old, slippery". <nown ideophones in
spelle are the following, the first few used in sentences
to illustrate their construction. ‘

d{kda putuputu, They are scattered around.

& k& kalakala. It was rough. (of a hard surface)

leveleve / neveneve wet and soft, or muddy, but
not sticky.

putepute powdered and soft (as of dirt)

kptrekpere soft (of cooked food), muddy,
roiled (will not hold shape)

kpolowckpclowo (smewhat similar in meaning)

neenes smooth (of a surface, -pa)

nuanua under-cooked

puopubd crumbly

kpulukpulu broken into fine pieces (as of

rice too much pounded)
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katikati hard, hard-packed (would apply
also to ccmens)
£5>065D obese

A few compounds and other uses of ideorhones give
som2 suggestion of their use; this aspect of Kpelle gram-
mar and usage is one of the least fully analyzed, and it
is difficult to elicit material using ideophones, and in-
sufficient time has bteen available to catch them in ran-

dom use.,
veya-putapute very fine sand
kpdlo-putepute fine rice meal
molon-putepute rice with few whole kernels
para-leveleve quicksand
nla-pele kpulukpulu very little children, tykes

(this is not a compound, so
perhaps others are not either;
their tone is that of a com-
pounded element in any case)

niai d{kda d{i pé putuputu The people are disorganized
in their work,
a lonoi putuputu He's chattering away at mndom.
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