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0. A distinction can readily and almost.intuitiwely
be made between "counted" and "non-counted" nominals in
Kpelle. For example, un expression such as /pars feere/
'two houses' is common; but many nouns such as /mclovn/
‘rice' do not occur directly before numerals, at least in
normal daily usage. It is the purpose of this bgief stu-
dv to outline the types of non-courted nominals,

0.1. A more precise definition of terms is possible
and desirable. Th: terms "countable" and "non-countable"
have been puirposely avoided. A nominal is "counted" if
it occurs immediately before a numerator; in terms of the
logical formulation underlying this study, which has been
found applicable to Kpelle, such & noun is quhntified by
the implied measure "item", under the aspect "number".

On the other hand, a nominal is "non-counted" if & measure
term is stuted between it and an enumerator; such a noun
is quantified by some weasure other ivuan iveuw.

0.2. What is implicit in the above cun be mdde ex-
plicit: some nominals may occur in either "counted" or
"non-counted" combinations. That is, a given content may
at one time be quantified by the implied measure "item",
and at another time by an expressed measure such as "bun-
dle, pint, basket-full". Thus the identification of a
particular nominal as "counted" or "non~counted" depends
not on the identification of the nominal, but on the con-
struction in which it is used.

0.5, We may now further exclude from "non-counted"
any content which is quantified in the form of "sets"; a
"set" by definition is made up of discrete members, which
can also therefore be quantified by the measure "item",



1. Many terms for meterial objescts are non-counte
in the sense that they are sometimes (in post cases uau-
ally or always) quantified by measures other thun “itoag",
A few examples are:

mcloo  'rice’ seya ‘zand’
telan 'peanuts' lia ‘thatod’
yé 'water' péro ‘gud’
wilo 'oil’ 1 13 "fire’
-rama  'blooa’ -kolos  ‘'e«in'

Lest this seem too obvious, it shouid bc cbgerved
that ambivalence between counted and non-ccunted con-
str.ctions by no means parallels that of thke corres;.on-
din; #nglish words., For exaxple, /telauv/ is no' aornal-
ly rounted at all in this form; "two peanuts"” is /telav-
kau feere/ 'two peanut kernels', /yi/, on the other
han:, is readily countable: /yd feers/ 'two streums',
Sim:.larly /laa feere/ ‘'two leaves', /vov feere/ 'two
fires', /-kolo/ 'skin' is not itself counted, but oc-~
curs as the second member of counted compounds; e.g.,
/k$l=kolc feere/ 'two leopard skins'; the stez also
occirs as a counted free noun, /kolo/ 'book, letter'.

2. Some contents do not occur in any form (- pre-
sentation) to which the aspect "number'can be applied.
Tiese appear to be of two major types. The firet is de-
vendent nouns indicuating unique properties; the second
is free nouns, of which the only immediately obvious
tyre appears to be names of diseases. L.g.,

-8U ‘ingide' -ma '‘surface, top'
-va 'top, - peak’ -kf11 ‘mind’

-kcle ‘vicinity' -nia ‘will®

-mu ‘underneath’ ~koo ‘abdomen’
yee-kole ‘'vitiligo' gbodo  ‘leprosy’

3. Abstract nouns which may be used to designute
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agpects are not counted., Some of theso are:

kéte-1la 'size' lele-la 'govansess '
wie-la 'weight’ koya-~la 'lensyth”
téma-la ‘numbex’ £dlo-14 'bri~“tness'

4, Activities are frequently uncounted, thouzh at
least the first two of the following examjles prcbably
occur also in counted constructions:

tii 'work'
pele 'singing and dancing, "playing"'
sale '"medicine"' (this may &lso be a material,

but includes ritual-type activities)
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